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{| __ Tothe Honourable the Lords and Commons now 
aſſembled in the High Court of Parliamenr. 


Thehumble Petition of the Omverſuty of Cambridge 


x Umbly preſenteth to your Honourable conſideration the ſad 
dejectedeſtate of the faid Univerſity : How our Schools daily 
growdeſolate, mourning the abſence of their Profeſlours and 
the wonted Auditories : How in our Colledges our numbers grow 
thinne,and our Revenues ſhort,and that ſubſiſtence we have abroad is 
_ © Cor the moſt part involved in the common mileries : How frighted by 
_ theneighbour noiſe of War, our Students either quit rheir Gowns, 
or abandon their Studies : How our Degrees lie diſeſtzemed, and all 
hopes of our publick Commencefnent are blaſted in the bud, be- 
fides ſundry other preſſing inconveniences which We forbear to 
mention. | 
We cannot but conceive your Honourable piety (out of a Noble 
zeal to Learning ) will cordially pity our ſad condition, and (as the 
preſent generall calamities give way ) afford us ſomeſuccour and en- 
couragement. Your Wiſdomes beſt know what Priviledges and Im- 
munities have been inall good times afforded to the ſeats of Lear- 
ning, andthe Profeſſors of it ; andeven in the fury and heat of War, 
places of Religion and Devotion have uſually not onely (on both 
fides) been ſpared from ruine, but ſupported, and eſteemed as San- 
Quarics. Hence is it that the Members of our Univerfity (by Charter 
confirmed by Act of Parliament) ftand expreſlely freed from all pre- 
parations and contributions to War : Henceis it, that in neighbour 
Territories, where the Exciſe is moſt in uſe, the Univerſities with all 
their Students are exempt: 
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May it not therefore be diſpleafing to your pions wiſdomes, if in al 
humility we craveat your handsa tender eommiſeration of our caſe, 
that you will be pleaſed to exempt our poore cſtates from all ſuch 
Ratcsand Impoſitions; to vouchſafe ſuch freedome to our perſons 
(not giving juſt offence) as may enable us the better to keep toge- 
ther; and daily to offer up our joynt prayers to God for a bleſſed 
union betwixt our Gracious Soycraigne and you, and the bleſſing of 


5 peace upon the Land. 
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